
Progression of Art Knowledge 

Year group Progression of practical knowledge throughout the academic year Progression of theoretical and disciplinary 
knowledge 

Nursery Explore basic colours. shapes and lines Practical 
How do we make art? 

 

Reception Explore all shades of colours, simple 2d shapes and simple lines Theoretical 
Beginning to develop a knowledge of what art is 

 
Practical 

How do we make art? 
 

Year 1 Revisit: exploring colour- primary/ secondary (lightening and darkening 
without the use of black or white) 

Revisit: 2d shapes and lines 
Introduce space/ textures 

Theoretical 
History and knowledge of art 

 
Practical 

How do we make art? 
 

Disciplinary 
Why is art, art? 

Understanding quality that is expressed in art 
Understanding the quality of line, colour, shape 

etc. 
What makes this piece art? 

 

Year 2 Revisit: exploring colour- primary/ secondary (creating shades and tones 
using black and white) 

Revisit: colour, shape, lines, texture and space  
Introduce 3d shapes and form 

  

 Traditional, modern and contemporary artists  

Abbey CofE Infant and Nursery School  - Art Long Term Plan for Progression of Knowledge 

 (Jesus said) “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put in under a bowl. Instead they put it on a stand, 

and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your father in Heaven. (Matthew 

5: 14-16) (taken from the Sermon on the Mount)  

 


